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Although television sets had been on sale in Moscow for two years or 
more prior to "lay 1950, for a long time it seemed doubtful, that the|*e 
ware customers for them since the price was high and the programs wire 
meager,. However, there is evidence that, during the period February-* 
April 1950, a number of sets were installed in Moscow homes and regfl^X 
although not daily* programs were televised* It is rumored that by f 
May 1950 there were waiting lists for television receivers and by that 
date no sets were on view in the Mg Moscow store*, 

Moscow Television Sta tion 

Television programs are broadcast from the Shaholovski Radio. Station. 

A sketch of the mast and indication of its exact position appear on 
btaohment A* There can be no doubt that this is the Moscow station 
for the following reasons? 

a* All television aerials are directed toward ■ this mast, which 
towers over the southern part of the town* 

b* The book entitled Moskva, published by Molodaya Gvardiya In 
1948 , refers on page"T2?T to 12 the latt ic e-work mast of the 
Ehabolovski Radio Station, where the Moscow television center 
now fuse tions • ” 

Co In a diagram, in the Moscow Foly technical Museum explaining 

the principles of television broadcasting, the Shabolovski mast 
Is clearly pictured - 

The Administration of the Studios of the Moscow Television Network is 
situated at Mo. 36 Bolsh&ya Serpukhovskaya UXitsa, a five-minute walk 
from the Shaholovski Station* This is a five-story building in an 
otherwise not very imposing street. There are five receiving television 
aerials on the roof* The ground floor is occupied by shops. There is 
no Indication as to whether the Administration occupies the whole or 
only part of the rest of the building* The exact location of the tele- 
vision studies is not known, but they may well be In one of the buildings 
flanking the mast. 
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grans 

in authoritative Lo w ct lecturer, touching on the ^ >uc* ' television 
program*- * recently the foil owing statements: n<er*:- ar U: <> tele - 

vision stations at osoui in action in the Soviet Crnea, those of 
t.scow and Leningrad There arc .three typos of program:;-: 
romances, the t.ric-v nin^ of films, and outside h rev: cast;;.. It- fvrst 

two types are: r^-ul-xU ured. for the studio s c r vie • ir tinr 

has to V«c extremely i-o.verful, hut. In color to tel/ vise eutdocr or non- 
rtudio scenes., a dif merit type of camera is required . The S| f.ikcr 
stated That one non-etudio broadcast was made, last summer r!-.£*rv ’ row 
’ Casern ¥ s Dynamo S tad aim using two cameras * and one or t*o ‘*Xi eriraental 
telecasts have been Made from theatres. There ’arc, however v ; r:. af plans 
f>v r ^n-cfn i ■ r Vd.cc.’ ' % nd Covict ’ :1. virion intend*: 1 Tixs 

technique greatly- " > ocxrt en television t rograms of both ’ "e 1 - cow and 
Lenin rad stations a, * oar as Attachment B. It v/ill be noticed that both 
stations televise «. r rams on four days a week,-. 

C< - 1 r v is io n cts 

The set normally r n vv-svr (although never actually dcm-aeieatofi ) in largo 
’Vscow stores during i. ri a3 and 1?U9 was the Loskvicb 71$ a gtall , u, ri dvt 
table model . rhe a* vert i sing literature proclaimed Lav i.:;c screen 
measured lit x 10* cm and that its radius of action <mv kms from the 

television station; . t offered free installation in the i-rachasar*s home 
providing this .;as h ''osccmr itself- 

It is understood fha: this set was first brought out ,.n l?L f ? it has 
since yielded its pL cc of precedence to other erts i: inn : eleviraon 
room of the ’orrow I ( lytechnical f -usenm All models ' m*, lay in tins 
museum showed black - r 1 vjhitc pictures only. ?r c ,f hlaefc- c greens simil ar 
to those now used in many modern British sots were d. "he chxcf 

sets on view at the ureiur in early 1950 were the fellow; nv 

a, ’Fhe Leningrad TX with a screen siaed 10 x 13 ’• cm. is a television 
receiver only, w th siac and shape of a standard lur ». radio set 
with screen on L- c rirht and speaker on the left* 

b, The Leningrad T 2 is a 20-tube ultra-short tele vif. Ion receiver, 

combining a radii receiver as well. This is the shape as the 

Leningrad T1 but larger . The screen measures 13 x 1 T on... 

c* Another ^ako ov { ne same style £.s the Leningrad TTt bar i screen 
siaed 10^ x 13 cr • This is believed to be the KVIJ-hl 

d„ A ^Leningrad*’ 1 *l a;y model , ?3*-tAxb* tclev ls ion rot- .sJV radiogram 

plus shorty wave » coc-Ivct stands about four fact Tan,. The- tele virion 
screen mc.isures : 3 x lit cm and the sot xs said tc h.\ve been \ roduc( d 
in If To.. 


11. ic Leningrad T3. vjas said to be Lie popular type of c.;r.- it war- 

implied that Lt^ c v Lenin -:rad l * wan not oamTlabl/- to - 'a- ; malic.. 

r he cost of iel*mncvi r or cavers has droned vtiry c'-ne aicraLly, To. fore 
the price rc-. fictions f areti the ';oel<vIr}*. TX cost 3./ X’ rub3.es: 

it was then reduced 1 .■ 3*C10 rubles., furtV-.er i.nu in 

Au^ist l r h9 boou-^h*. •* u* ’ orkvi^i T3 dovfn l-o ] ,.?0C r-fyu-g :.Tc 

r«.in- rad n to ?,C"f nib3.es.- olv vision receivers v.;r»n •• f. ..a:rlud,V in 
T' e price rc*t;ctdons nf X&rcL l^f A ericas proo.riahi; net altered 

;:>inoe Au:girt X'ytf , 


,^\v v 

^pr r/r. • • -bio/am- -tmy 
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Aeri als 

A sketch of the standard television receiving aerial appears on 
Attachment A. Since the beginning of 1950, these have began to appear 
on the roofs of Moscow, .although they are still comparatively few and 
far between. On the roof of the Dorn iravitelctva, the license block of 
living quarters at the south end of the Kamcnny :in wru.cn if is 

usually supposed that many high ranking officials r* side , -locii nine 
aerials are visible* an occasional mast can also be seen on o trier big 
blocks or on a more modest building. At least two masts are visible on 
the roofs of the Kremlin buildings* Hie total number of aerials in 
Moscow and suburbs almost certainly docs not as yet exceed three figures, 
although near masts continue to appear. 

Licenses 


Licenses for television - sets must be obtained from the Administration 
of Studios -at Bolshaya Serpukhovskaya* mentioned in paragraph 3- Those 
persons yjIiq do not register are liable to a fine of 1.00 fables,, 

Television dec eption 

The following is an impression of a portion of a television transmission 
seen partly on the super ’’Leningrad 1 and. partly on the loninprad 
After, an oral tuning signal consisting of a musical refrain repeated, the 
vision came on vriih the camera focused for a minute or so cu a set in the 
studio* Then the * m cam was introduced - a theatre ballot company - in 
the normal film fashion with titles superimposed on the race background » 

The show, however, ai * eared to be "live” and not filmed bei> rohand, The 
ballet was still in j r ogress three-quarters of an hour later without 
interruption and probably lasted some time longer. Continuity v>as 
maintained by the occasional superimposing of sub*- titles a* 1 - i. le bottom of 
the picture. Mo announcer was used throughout the three-quarters hour of 
the transmission* nor indeed was a single word spoken, although this is 
probably not always the case-. The reception of this program, wh -ch was 
viewed in the -center ti Moscow, was marred by some interference f.rrn 
cars and even more interference, from Morse- transmission, ten not inter- 
fered with, the picture came through well and the definition, <A25 lines, 
did appear to be better than that from Aleksandr laX&ce*** The picture, 
however, seemed slightly dark. Comparison of the two transmissions is 
difficult because the viewer normally had experience of Aleksandr a alace 
at extreme range and subject, transmission was received within sight of 
the "osenv/ mast and about two miles from it* 

Mrcr memory-. the pic in? r on the sup-cr "Leningrad*,. apart bv n dofinitScr , 

picture general iy demonstrated at 
seemed . to function //ell and its 
to bo much, inferior t', the 
T3. was not scon a- action* 


in Moscow and Leningrad 


inexpensive compared to the 
Comment; 1 resumably an Leningrad. 


seemed on the */hoie to- bo inferior to the 
the 1917 .fcidio '"lympxa- The Leningrad T? 
picture, although smaller, did not a] pear 
super "U'-ningrart". The smaller l«@iaingrad 


attachments : 

A, ~ i haholevski >vadio Stctdtn rmd Aerial 

B, Summary of Soviet Television j rograms 
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